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How are children’s issues dealt with on divorce?
Residence and Contact Orders
When parents divorce, it is not usually necessary for the court to make orders in relation to the living arrangements for the children of the family. Generally, most parents will reach an agreement as to where the children will live, and what contact arrangements will be made. If an agreement cannot be reached, then either parent can make a separate application to court for a residence or contact order under the Children Act 1989.
The Statement of Arrangements for Children Form
This is the first stage of the divorce process when there are dependant children. The form sets out basic information about the children including details of their health, education and living arrangements. If possible, both parents should try to agree the contents of the form.
The court’s duty to consider the children before granting a divorce

When the court considers the petitioner’s application for Decree Nisi, the court has a duty to consider whether it should exercise any of its powers under the Children Act 1989, for example making residence or contact orders or ordering further investigation into the children’s circumstances by the local authority. This is more likely if there is evidence of disagreement in the Statement of Arrangements for Children Form or unusual circumstances in the form. If this is the case, the Court may delay granting the Decree Nisi until satisfied with the arrangements for the children.
Parental Responsibility

As a married couple, both parents share parental responsibility for their children. Parental responsibility means all the rights, duties, powers and responsibilities that the parent by law has in relation to a child. This includes for example the power to give consent to medical treatment, choosing and providing for the child’s education, determining their religion, providing a home, and disciplining the child. 
When parents separate, it is usual for one of the parents to become the primary carer. This person is able to exercise parental responsibility to make day-to-day decisions in relation to the child without seeking permission from the other parent. However, any big decisions such as which school to send the child to and determining the child’s religion should be exercised jointly. Consent of both parents is needed to take a child abroad, even for a day trip, unless a residence order is in force. 
